NCEA RESULTS CONTINUE TO IMPROVE FOR AIMHI SCHOOLS

The AIMHI initiative is making a major contribution to raising educational achievement in low decile schools.  Latest results prove that decile 1 schools are succeeding, and even performing at the level of decile 3 schools when given suitable support.  The Ministry of Education comments on the significantly improved student achievement in NCEA between 2002 and 2003 “with particularly good gains for Maori and Pasifika students”, and hopes to use AIMHI as a model for other schools in the future.

AIMHI was originally set up to improve educational outcomes for Maori and Pacific Island students.  Results show that these schools are well on their way to demonstrating that their students can attend these schools and achieve to the national standard.

Since 2002 the AIMHI cluster has made significant gains in achievement at NCEA levels 1 and 2.  More students are sitting and passing National Qualifications Framework (NQF) qualifications, students are staying at school longer, and are accessing tertiary education in greater numbers.

Between 2002 and 2003 there was an overall rise in achievement of 12% across the AIMHI schools which lifted their performance to the level of decile 3 schools.  Analysis of the results for 2004 shows continued gains at NCEA level 1 and a major increase at level 2.  In 2004, 71.6% of students at AIMHI schools achieved the NCEA numeracy requirement.  This was higher than the 66.3% achieved by other decile 1 schools and close to the national rate of 78.6%.

At Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate, Senior School Principal Robin Staples says that mathematics concepts are more easily grasped by students for whom English is a second language.

“Although some language concepts can be a challenge for our students, mathematics concepts can be understood in any language, so when it comes to numbers they can really get going.”

In some subjects, such as art and mathematics, AIMHI schools are actually performing above the national average for Pasifika students.  The benefits are starting to show as more Pasifika students access tertiary education.   More students are gaining entry level qualifications, such as the student at Otahuhu College who gained University Scholarship in 2004.  In 2003 Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate sent just one student to the Bachelor of Visual Arts programme at Manukau Institute of Technology.  In 2004 they sent three, and this year they hope to send at least five,.

The success of AIMHI also provides a model for networking other groups of schools in the future.  Schools use the extra funding to employ an experienced former principal who works full time to network schools, provide advice and gives assistance to train Pasifika people to govern schools through boards of trustees.  Schools are able to employ a full-time nurse to monitor student health, and a community worker to engage with parents of poor performing students.  The group coordinates a teacher coaching programme which helps established teachers, and those who wish to improve their classroom practice.  The group also has the use of Kokako Lodge, an outdoor education facility.

Gill Laurenson, principal at Otahuhu College, has found the networking experience to be a positive one.

“Working together has been the key to our success.  We are able to share ideas that work, and we don’t feel alone because there is a genuine feeling of cooperation that we are working together and not against each other in this district.”

Perhaps the most heartening news is that students at AIMHI schools are staying at school longer.  Some students spread their NCEA studies over two years, which partly accounts for this.  But this is also positive as it shows that the schools are motivating students to persist with their education and to overcome an initial educational disadvantages due to language or socio-economic barriers.
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