Potential Linkages between PHO’s and the AIMHI Schools and Alternative Education Providers

Thank you for the opportunity to examine a potential linkage between PHO’s and the AIMHI schools and alternative education providers.  We have included several different potential options.  We must however acknowledge that we are only in the early stages of discussing these concepts with the Principals, Nurses of the AIMHI schools and with the co-ordinator of the AIMHI alternative education providers. 

The envisage that the opportunities for the PHO’s are in improving access for young people who traditionally do not access primary health care.  The school based services offer an environment that supports health care and provides an opportunity for young people access to primary health care. 

The opportunities for the School Based services are:

· To provide primary medical health care.  Next year, the School Nurses plan to assess every Year 9 (third form) student- with a comprehensive HEADs assessment. There is an ideal opportunity to support this initiative through the provision of primary medical care. The Nurses will potentially refer up to 50% of the students they assess to other health and social service providers- primarily too primary medical care.  (The level of referral required has been ascertained during a trial phase of the assessment tool using a small sample size of 20)

· Some of the other areas that have been identified are:

· Dieticians, Nutritionists (to support the work of the Nutrition, exercise and weight working party)

· Diabetes clinics.

· Drug and Alcohol intervention

· Emotional health/sub clinical mental health

· Dental health (oral health support)

· Follow up with anaemia

· Hearing testing and referrals

· Sports medicine (preventative medicine, sports assessments)

· Sexual health

· Pharmaceuticals

· Skin Clinics

The opportunities for Alternative Education:

Background:

Alternative Education is a Ministry of Education initiative addressing the education needs of young people “alienated” from schools. “Alienation” is defined as not attending school for more than two terms or alternatively from being excluded from more than one school. Most of these young people are aged between 14 and 15 years of age. 

There are a range of providers throughout Counties Manukau and Auckland. They tend to cater for ten to twenty students at anyone time with a focus on addressing their educational needs.  There is no systemic interface with the health sector for these young people in alternative education. Many of these students engage in high-risk activities and many have unmet health and social needs. 

The opportunities for Alternative Education students:

· To provide primary medical health care.  Next year, we hope to have all the alternative education students assessed using a comprehensive HEADs assessment. This is an ideal opportunity for primary medical care to support this initiative. We assume that there will be a very high referral rate for most of these students- with a large number of the students requiring primary medical care. (The referral information is based on twenty assessments in one of the AIMHI schools.) Many of these students are likely to have had inconsistent  primary health care

· Some of the other areas that have been identified for alternative education are:

· Mobile clinics. 

· Drug and Alcohol intervention

· Emotional health/sub clinical mental health, including referrals to mental health services

· Hearing and vision testing and referrals

· Sexual health

· Physical injuries- from high risk, including fighting.  (Many of these students will have been excluded from school for drugs and violence). 

· As well as the others on the above list. 
Current activities:

In order to support of this project, we have several other activities occurring alongside. We have focused on developments in the AIMHI schools as part of the Youth Interagency Project (YIP) and we plan to review the needs of the alternative education students as part of YIP for 2003. 

We are also intending to complete a needs assessment – in conjunction with the alternative education providers next year. (pending funding)

Background:

Please find enclosed:

· Youth Interagency Project. 

· YIP- AE for 2003. 

· AIMHI overheads with details of consultation with students. 

· Assessment tool – with potential areas of referral. 

· Literature review of assessment tools. 

· AIMHI initiative. 

AIMHI schools have a variety of arrangements/relationships with Primary Care and many of the Alternative Education students have no primary care linkage.  We would be delighted to provide any assistance to a PHO who may be interested in investigating any of the options mentioned above. 

